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Introducton

What is 1 Thessalonians?

1 Thessalonians was originally written as a letter (or ‘epistle’), and is one of the books in 
the New Testament of the Bible.

Who wrote it, and to whom?

1 Thessalonians was written by Paul – also called Apostle Paul – and his co-workers, 
Silvanus and Timothy, to the church in Thessalonica, which was one of the earliest 
Christian churches.

Where?

Thessalonica, which in modern times is called Thessaloniki (in Greece), was an important 
city in Roman times. It was the capital city of the region of Roman Macedonia, and was 
situated on important trade routes.

When?

1 Thessalonians is one of Paul’s earliest letters and was probably written in A.D. 51. We get 
some very helpful background in Acts 17.1-9; Paul, and his co-worker Silas, visited 
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Thessalonica on Paul’s second missionary journey. We read that on ‘three Sabbath days’ 
Paul ‘reasoned...from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that it was necessary for the 
Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, 
is the Christ.”’ (Acts 17.2-3). A number of Jews and non-Jews were persuaded by this 
announcement of the Christian gospel, and a church was gathered, or planted, there. Bitter 
opposition soon followed, however, and Paul and Silas were forced to flee (see Acts 17.5-9).
Paul then wrote this letter – now called 1 Thessalonians – shortly afterwards.

Why?

Paul wrote the letter to celebrate the lives of those in the church at Thessalonica, and in so 
doing, to encourage them on to more and more gospel-shaped living. We’ve summarised 
the series like this: ‘celebrate the life of faith, hope and love in the gospel of Jesus Christ’.
Here’s why:

 It’s clear from the opening verses that Paul is celebrating the lives of the 
Thessalonians: ‘We give thanks to God always for all of you...’ (1 Thess. 1.2). The language of 
celebration – of thanking God, being joyful, etc – continues throughout the letter (e.g., 2.13, 
2.19-20, 3.6-10, 4.9-10, 5.1-5. 

 The celebration and joy over the gospel-shaped lives of the Thessalonians leads 
seamlessly to Paul encouraging them onwards, and praying for their ongoing 
growth in the gospel – see, for instance 3.11-13, 4.1, 4.10, 4.18, 5.11, 5.23-24.

 ‘Faith, hope and love’ are mentioned together twice in the letter (1.3 and 5.8), and 
‘faith’ and ‘love’ are mentioned together again in 3.6. Yet these three ideas – 
understood in light of the ‘gospel’ (a word which is repeated numerous times 
throughout) – actually serve to summarise all the themes of the letter:

◦ ‘Work of faith’ (1.3): summarises the passages referring to both the 
Thessalonians’ - and Paul and his co-workers’ - faithfulness to Jesus Christ, 
especially amidst ‘affliction’ or ‘conflict’. See, for instance, 1.4-10, 2.1-2, 2.13-16, 
3.1-5, 3.6-10, 5.8-11, 5.16-22, 5.23-24.

◦ ‘Steadfastness of hope’ (1.3) - summarises the passages referring to how 
Christians should live in light of the ‘coming of our Lord Jesus’. See, for instance, 
2.19-20, 3.11-13, 4.1-8, 4.13-18, 5.1-11, 5.16-22, 5.23-24.

◦ ‘Labour of love’ (1.3)- summarises the passages referring to brotherly love and 
care for one another. See, for instance, 2.3-8, 2.9-12, 2.17-18, 3.11-13, 4.9-12, 
5.8-11, 5.12-15, 5.25-28.
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 Faith, hope and love are not presented in 1 Thessalonians as qualities which, 
through hard work and self-improvement, we develop in ourselves. Rather, they are 
glorious evidences of the life of the gospel of Jesus Christ. ‘Gospel’ is a word which 
means ‘announcement of good news’. It’s a Bible shorthand for all that God has done
in Jesus Christ. God’s long-awaited Kingdom has finally been both announced and 
established in Jesus Christ. Through union with Jesus by faith, we enter God’s 
Kingdom and share in God’s life. In 1 Thessalonians Paul is summarising this 
‘kingdom life’ or ‘gospel-shaped life’ as ‘faith, hope and love’. God worked faith, hope
and love in the Thessalonian church. The same God, through the very same gospel of
Jesus Christ, works lives of faith, hope and love in us, here today, in Gateshead. 

So in this series we get to join in celebrating and encouraging the life of faith, hope and love
that comes through the gospel of Jesus Christ!

Breakdown

We will go through 1 Thessalonians in the following chunks:

 1 Thessalonians 1.1 and introduction - 19th August 2018

 1 Thessalonians 1.1-5 - 26th August 2018

 1 Thessalonians 1.6-10 - 2nd September 2018

 1 Thessalonians 2.1-12 - 9th September 2018

 1 Thessalonians 2.13-16 - 16th September 2018

 1 Thessalonians 2.17-20 - 23rd September 2018

 1 Thessalonians 3.1-13 - 30th September 2018

 1 Thessalonians 4.1-8 - 7th October 2018

 1 Thessalonians 4.9-12 - 14th October 2018

 1 Thessalonians 4.13-18 - 21st October 2018

 1 Thessalonians 5.1-11 - 28th October 2018

 1 Thessalonians 5.12-28 - 4th November 2018
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